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XII. Propofals for the Improvement of the Hiftory 
of RufUa, by fublijking, from time to time , 
feparate Pieces to ferve for a ColleBion of all 
forts of Memoirs relating to the TranfaBions 
and State of that Nation: Printed at St. Peterf- 
burg, for the Imperial Academy of Sciences. 
By Ger. Fred. Muller, Prof. Hift. PetropoL 
and F. P(. S. Tranflated from the German 

by Mr. Zolman. 

T H E Hiftory of the 'Empire of RuJJla and its 
Provinces arid Territories incorporate, has, hill 
now, laboured under fuch Difficulties, that it almoft 
feems impoffible to produce any Syftem of it under 
twenty or more Years to come. For this Reafon the 
Academy of Sciences have lately taken a Refolution. 
for the Benefit of Lovers of Hiftory, to begin a Cdl* 
leCtion of all forts of fhort Treatifes, and authentick 
Documents relating to the Hiftory of that Empire, 
and to publifh it, from time to time, in feparate 
Pieces, both in the Ruffian and the German Lan¬ 
guages. Their Intention in general is the fame with 
what is aimed at in other Countries, by publishing 
Collections of Pieces of Hiftory and Records, viz. 
on one Side to gather Materials for a future compleat 
Hiftory, and on the other, to animate fuch Ferfonsas 
have already made Collections with this View, to 
contribute their Part towards the publick Advantage. 
But their particular View in this Work is to bring ro 
lights from time to time, all that has hitherto remain¬ 
ed 
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ed'unknown to Foreign Nations about the Ruffian 
Hiftory, or has not yet been fufficiently enquired in¬ 
to, nor cleared up in printed Hiftories. For this 
Reafon we {hall take the Hiftory of the Ruffian Em* 
pire in its largeft Extent, fo as to comprehend not only 
the Hiftory both Civil and Ecclefiaftical, Learned, 
and Natural, but alfo the Antiquities, Medals, Chro¬ 
nology, Geography, &c. of that Empire, not only 
with refpeft to the Ruffian Nation, particularly and 
properly fo called, but alfo with regard to all the other 
Kingdoms andProvinees fubjeft to the Ruffian Sceptre, 
nay, even to the neighbouring Parts of South fart ary. 
The Firft Part, which will fpeedily be publiffied, 
fhall ferve for a Specimen, hQW far thefe Endeavours 
will meet with the Approbation of fkillful Readers, 
In cafe this is well received, we will go on with others 
every Month, or thereabouts, fo as to make up at the 
End of the Year a fizeable Volume in Q£tavo>< the 
iath Part of which fhall conclude with a complete 
Table for the whole Volume.. Thefe are therefore 
to defire fuch *■ Perfons as are provided with proper 
Materials for our Defign, and are enclined to commu¬ 
nicate them to the World,' in their own Names, or 
without mention of them if they had rather,'to fend 
them either in the Ruffian, or any other Language, 
into the Secretary’s Office of the Academy of Scien- 
ces, in order to which, the following Specification 
will {hew in what manner the different Materials 
may be ranged and publilhed. 

St. Peterfburg, 

Sept. 1732 . 


Specification . 



Specification of the .Material?, which are to fere■> 
for the intended Collection. 

I. 

Extra&s and Tranilations of all theHiftorical Ma- 
nufcripts and Chronicles of Rufiia-, as are either al¬ 
ready extant, or may hereafter be difcovered. 

As for Inftance, out of the StepennaiaKniga , the 
Chronicon , or Synopfis Kiovienfis, the Chroni¬ 
cle of the Abbot Theodofius of Kiovo % the 
Chronicle of Barlaam Pali min , fome anony¬ 
mous Chronicles, &c. 

n. 

Hiftories of the Lives of the moft celebrated So¬ 
vereigns of Rufiay of either Sex, carefully gathered 
from proper Accounts, Printed, as well as Manufcripts. 

For Inftance, the Lives of Ruric , Igor , Olga y 
Wladimir the Great, Wladimir Monomachus y 
Alexander of Neva , and all the other Czars, 
Emperors, and Empreffes, from Iwan Ba/ilo - 
witm the Firft, to the prefent Time. 

III. 

Genealogical Accounts and Tables, both ancient 
and modern, of the Family of the Great Dukes, 
Czars, and Emperors of RuJJia. 

For this I have prepared and drawn up twelve 
Tables, reprefenting, moft diftinCHy, the Suo- 
ceffion of the feveral Great Dukes, Czars, and 
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Emperors, from the Great Duke Ruric , down 
to the prefent Etnprefs, with their feverai colla¬ 
teral Branches, as far as there is any Notice to 
be had of them ; Princes who had only Allow¬ 
ances from the Crown; Princefles married, or 
unmarried ^ as alfo, the intruded Sovereigns, 
who filled the Throne during .the Troubles of 
feverai Interregnums. 

IV. 

A Geographical, Chorographical, and Topographi¬ 
cal Defeription of all the Countries, Territories, and 
Towns fubjefb to the Sceptre of RuJJia. 

For Inftance, A com pleat Geography of Livonia y 
EJthoma, Ingna, and Car elf a, and afterwards 
alfo of other Governments and Territories, ta¬ 
king, at the fame time, notice, in a few Words, 
of the Hiftory of each City, or Town. Alfo, 
Defcriptions of particular Cities, and what is re¬ 
markable in them, as Mofcow, St. Pet erf- 
burg, &c. 

V 

Ah Explanation of all the Ruffian Coins and Medals 
both ancient and modern. 

Under this Head fuccinQ: Accounts may be given 
of the diverfe Tranfa&ions which oe'eafioned the 
coining, of them ; particularly, the Hiftory of 
tho Arms of R'uffa , deduced from their Coins 
and Medals. 
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VI. 

A Defcription of all kinds of Ruffian Antiquities, 
Natural Curiofities, &c. 

For the firft, the Imperial Cabinet here will furnilh 
afufficient Store ; as for Inftance, Idols of Gold, 
Copper, and Iron, Ornaments for Drefs, VelTels, 
and other Antiquities, which were from time to 
time found in Siberia. On the other Head, an 
Account of the Mineral Waters at Olonitz ; the 
flying Squirrel, the Asbeftus,theMammot, and 
other natural Curiofities peculiar x.oRuffia'XcA 
Siberia ., not to be met with in other Countries. 

VII. 

All that relates to the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, or 
can contribute to the illuftrating of it. 

For inftance, of the Idolatry of the ancient Inhabi¬ 
tants of Ruffia ; of their Converfion to the Chri- 
ftian Religion ; of the Endeavours ufed by the 
Church of Rome for uniting with the Grecian , 
and particularly that of Ruffia \ of the Succef- 
flon of the Ruffian Metropolitans and Patri¬ 
archs j of Archiepifcopal and Epifcopal Sees, of 
Convents, &c. 


vm. 

Diverfe Tranfa&ions relating to the Hiftory of 
Learning in Ruffia . 

Such are, A Hiftory of the Schools and Acade¬ 
mies of Ruffia i of the Ufe of Charaders, and 
the Introduction of the Art of Writing; of the 
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Rife and Progrefs of Printing in RuJJta ; a Lift 
of all the Books printed in RuJJta to this time. 

IX. 

Diverfe Particulars and Mifcellaneous Subjefts 
gathered out of various Parts of their Hiftory. 

For Example j The Conquefts of the Country of 
Siberia, and Kingdoms of Cafan and AJira- 
can ; of the Manners and Cuftoms of the dif¬ 
ferent Nations of Siberia j of their feveral Lan¬ 
guages ; of the planting of America from Si¬ 
beria ;the Hiftory of the Commerce of RuJJta-^ 
of: the Tribute anciently paid to Rujfta by the 
Livonians j the Hiftory and Defcription of the 
Globe of Gottorp ; the Hiftory of the Naviga¬ 
tion by the North-Eaft Paffage ^ particular Ad¬ 
vices concerning the Country of Kamtfchatka, 
Sic ,, 

X. 

Extracts of Books and Papers publifhed here by 
the Academy of Sciences, as far as they chiefly relate 
and contribute to the ancient and modern Hiftory of 
RuJJta , Civil or Ecclefiaftical, or of Literature and 
Nature. 

Under this Article will be ranged, among others, 
fome Treatifes of Profeflbr Bayer , relating to 
the ancient Hiftory and Geography of Rujfia j 
as likewife, Dr. Duvernoy' s Anatomical Ac¬ 
counts which relate to Natural Hiftory, with 
his Defcription of fome Monfters produced in 
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XI. 

Difcoveries of Errors committed by Foreign Au¬ 
thors in the Hidory and Geography of Raffia. 

.Under this-Head the mod modern Authors will be 
chiefly taken notice of, as they are mod likely to 
produce newMidakes. Accordingly two Treati¬ 
ses lie ready on this Subjed, the one containing 
Obfervations on M. Strahlenberg *s 'Northern 
andEadern Part of Europe and Jfia, as alfo on 
his Map; the other on the Origines Raffias 
of M. Schott gen , Rector of the School at 
Dresden. 

XII. 

Diverfe Hidoricai and Geographical Accounts of 
the neighbouring Tartarian Kingdoms and Countries, 
with which Riiffia has a condant Intercourfe, but 
are otherwife little known. 

Such are the Cofacks, the Tartars of Crim, Da - 
geffian , Nagaya,Chi'wa , Bucharia,Calmucks r 
Mongals, and others; of the Hidory of their 
Government; of the Defcription of their feveral 
Countries, as to their Situation, Manners, Cu- 
ftoms. Commerce, Religion, Language, Learn¬ 
ing, Arts and Sciences, &c. 

The Collector and Fublifher is to be Gerhard Fre¬ 
derick Muller, Member of the Imperial Academy 
of Sciences of RuJJia , and of the Royal Society of 
England , as alfo Profeflbr in Ordinary of Hidory: 
Butin his Abfence, this Work is carried on by his Col- 
legue in the Profelforlhip of Hidory, Adolphus Ber¬ 
nardsCramer. XIII. An 
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